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LETTER
FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY,
TRANSMITTING

A report of recent explorations in Northern Alaska,
Stoney, U.S. N.

FEBRUARY

by Lieut. George M'

10, 1885.-0rdered to be printed, and, with the accompanying papers,
referred to t,he Committee on TerritorieH.

NAVY DEP.A.RTMEN'l',

Washington, February 9, 1885.
Srn: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for tbe consideration of
the Senate, a valuable report of recent explorations in Northern Alaska,
by Lieut. George M. Stoney, United States Navy, becanse of its importance and interest to the Governnwnt.
Lieutenant Stoney's report contains valuable and inte.resting information concerning the resources of the country in the vicinity of the Putnam River, Alaska Territory, in connection with the· exploration of that
river previously discovered by him.
The report is concise, syRtematic, and a valuable document, in that it
throws much light upon unknown portions of Alaska. Amollg the interesting facts reported may be enumerated the following: The discovery of a codfish bank off Nunivak Island, definitely located ju the report
of tbe voyage to Botham Inlet; the timber and vegetation in the country in the valley of the river; the discovery .of coal-field8 on the river
banks; the collection of geol ogical specimC' ns, which, with tbe specimens of ti.Rh preserved in alcol10l, were sent t o the Smi t hsonian Institution; the description of the animals aud wild fowl which a,11ound in the
country ; and the accounts of th e inh abita.nts , their pecnliar customs,
industries, and modes of 1ifr, wi t h illustrnted d escriptions of their huts,
canoes, and sledges.
The report of the exploration of the river shows tLat proper observations were taken to estal,lish tlie positions of the promirwnt points, and
to substantiate tlte accuracy of the work in a scientific manner. An
excellent chart accompanies the report, with tables of positions and
ranges of the barometer and th ermometer while in the Putnam River
VaJley.
Should Congress decide to order this report to he printed, I respectfully request that 1,000 copies of the same ma~· be av;1ilable for the use
of thi, Department.
Very respectfnlly 1
WM. E. CHANDLER.

Secretary of the Navy.
The

PRESIDENT OF 'l'Hg SENATE PRO 'l'EMPURE.

